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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0223 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 1, 4 DIMPTD 

TAGS: EPAP EALR EAGR EAID VM 

SUBJECT: SRV ANTICIPATES 1978 FOOD NEEDS 

1 . MADAME MINH, A RANKING OFFICIAL IN THE VIETNAMESE MINI- 
STRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HAS PROVIDED AN IMTERMEDIATE SOURCE 
WITH THE FOLLOWING SRV ASSEMBLED DATA ON FOOD PRODUCTION 
AND NEEDS FOR VIET NAM IN 1978; 

(A) TARGET PRODUCTION OF PADDY OR EQUIVALENT FOODS; 

16 - 16.5 MILLION TONS. 

(B) PER CAPITA FOOD REQUIREMENT AS EXPRESSED IN KILOGRAMS 
OF PADDY OR PADDY EQUIVALENT: 276 

(C) POPULATION OF THE SRV: 51, 500, 000. 

(D) NATIONWIDE CONSUMPTION DURING 1978: 14.2 
MILLION TONS. 

(E) RICE TO BE RESERVED FOR SEED USAGE: 700,000 TONS. 
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(F) PADDY OR PADDY EQUIVALENT TO BE LOST THROUGH CROP 
DESTRUCTION: 1.15 MILLION TONS. 

(G) RICE TO BE CONVERTED INTO GRAIN ALCOHOL, 

BEERETC.: 500,000 TONS. 

(H) PADDY OR PADDY EQUIVALENT TO BE USED AS ANIMAL FEED: 

2.2 - 2.5 MILLION TONS. 
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2. THE SRV THUS COMPUTES ITS PADDY OR PADDY EQUIVALENT 
NEED FOR 1978 TO BE 18.55 - 19.05 MILLION TONS, LEAVING 

A SHORTFALL OR APPROXIMATELY 2.55 MILLION TONS OF PADDY 
OR PADDY EQUIVALENT, OR APPROXIMATELY 1.6 MILLION TONS OF 
RICE. 

3. THE SRV EXPECTS TO RECEIVE RICE OR RICE EQUIVALENT FOOD 
AID AMOUNTING TO 600.000 TONS FROM "SOCIALIST" COUNTRIES; 
100,000 TONS FROM UN AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
AND 400,000 TONS FROM WESTERN NATIONS. THE SRV THEREFORE 
ANTICIPATES A SHORTFALL OF 500,000 TONS AFTER AID IS 
ACCOUNTED FOR. 

4. THE VIETNAMESE OFFICIAL STRESSED THAT THE SRV HAS NO 
FOOD RESERVES TO HELP MEET THIS SHORTFALL. 

ROBERTS 
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